Nepal Geographical Society (NGS) Webinar Series — 24" Episode

Nepal Geographical Society Successfully Organizes 24th Episode of NGS
Webinar Series

The Nepal Geographical Society (NGS) successfully organized the 24th episode of the NGS Webinar
Series on 31 July 2026. The webinar featured Dr. Dinesh Paudel, Professor at Appalachian State University,
USA, as the speaker. He delivered a presentation entitled “New Himalayan Conjuncture: Geopolitical
Infrastructuralism, New Political Ruptures and the Future of Development in Nepal.”

The presentation highlighted the emerging shift in the Himalayan region from conventional
developmentalism toward infrastructuralism and examined the possibilities and implications this
transformation may generate for the future of development in Nepal. Dr. Paudel discussed the changing
geopolitical and infrastructural landscape of the Himalayas and its potential implications for the
development trajectory of Nepal.

The webinar was attended by 84 participants from different countries, including Nepal, India, China, and
the United States. The participants represented diverse backgrounds, including professional geographers
and geoscientists, university professors and faculty members, researchers, and professionals working in
various sectors.

Following the presentation, an interactive discussion and question-and-answer session was held. Dr.
Paudel responded to questions, comments, and observations raised by the participants, making the session
highly engaging and informative.

Mr. Tibendra Raj Banskota, General Secretary of the Nepal Geographical Society, hosted the webinar.
Prof. Dr. Prem Sagar Chapagain, President of the Nepal Geographical Society, chaired the event, welcomed
the distinguished participants, introduced the speaker, and concluded the program with a vote of thanks.

The Nepal Geographical Society expresses its sincere gratitude to Prof. Dr. Dinesh Paudel for his valuable
presentation and to all the participants and NGS members for their active participation and support in
making the webinar a success.

The 25th episode of the NGS Webinar Series is scheduled to be held in the last week of August 2026.
Further details will be announced by the Nepal Geographical Society in due course.
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il & ABOUT THE SPEAKER

Dr Dinesh Paudel in o Professor of Sustainable Development a
Appalachion Stste University, and Adjunct Professor of Geography
at University of North Carolina Chapel Hill, Noeth Carclina, USA
His current research focuses on the Intersections of Infrastructure
disasters and development in the Himalayan region. His recent

research program explored the intertwined relationships between

Himalayan ecolo

evolving new wes and transforming agrarian

practices in rural areas

Previously, he was involbved i studying community forestry

peimitive accumulation (n the naturnl resource sector, decolonial
development and  post-earthquake in Nepal
He is affilinted with several academic and research institutions J

transformations

in USA, Nepal, and internationally

The talk will highlight how the Himalayan region is shifting toward

infrastrcuturalism from corventional developmentalism and what

Dinesh Paudel, PhD

possibilities this shift has generated for the future of developenent
Profiessor, Appalachian State University, USA
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Existing Theories (external)

wradttas s
Geopolitical explanation
Extra-temitonal power
ambition of China/USA
Logics from powerful actors
A New Cold War in Nepal
Zero-sum approach

Undermines the Himalayan
complexity, porosity and agency

Geoeconomic

explanation
Power of surplus capital
Chinese economic muscle
Displacement and
extraction
Revival of Primitive
Accumulation

Does not explain the Himalayan
mode of production and
materislities
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But the Himalaya
is facing new
crises, creating a
different moment
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Conjunctural Analysis

* Conjunctures
* Conjunctural crisis
* New Conjuncture

* Articulation

Conjunctures are the ‘major turning points to create new

possibility” (Hart, 2020)
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1t allows for politics, positiomality, and alternate futures

Grundrisse (synthesis of multiple
determinations)

Gramsci/Althusser

(articulation'collective whole)

Stuart Hall (conextsunmaveling
of hegemonic structure/new
possibilaties)

Conjunctural crises can lead to a new conjuncture with the

opportunity for a different *historic settlement’ (Hall)

Hegemony and Commonsense (Gramsci)

Human Geographers
(spatialitics/mult-layered/poly-
crses/allernative imaginanies)
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Dinest Puudel B

Professor, Appalachian State University, USA
For his insightful presentation and distinguish coatribution as a speaker in the
Nepal Geographical Society (NGS) Webinar Series - Episode 24
titled
New Himalayan Conjuncture: Geopolitical infrastructuralism,
new political ruptures and the future of development in Nepal
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